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his familiar beliefs. Hence, though to outward seem-
ing the Church Catholic was formed by the accession
of heathen multitudes to the "little flock" of Chris-
tianised Jews, yet spiritually and inwardly the process
was a reverse one. It was the collective mind of the
Empire which took into itself the religion of the
" little flock/' receiving it and interpreting it after its
own fashion, with as little self-modification as possi-
ble ; rejecting wholesale, at first, what was immediately
or permanently indigestible, and only gradually, in
the course of centuries, yielding to the transforming
power of the Spirit of Christ, and shaping its concep-
tions by the necessary implications of the Spirit.
But here, too, the material to be transformed soon won
'the divine honours due to the transforming Spirit;
and many essentially anti-Christian elements of pagan-
ism came to be sheltered under the authority of Christ
and his apostles. The canonisation and develop-
ment of these elements has strangled the principle of
Catholicism, or rather caused it to be associated with
all that is most antagonistic to itself.

Those who clamour for a re-statement of dogmas
in modern forms implicitly accept the intellectualist
view of a dogma as a proposition of scientific value,
from which formal deductions can be drawn ; and of
the Creed as an intellectually coherent body of con-
cepts, whose every part is logically netted with every
other part. Grant that a dogma is but a prophetic
and literary utterance, whose scientific value cannot
be exactly determined, and nothing can be logically
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